
 

 

 
     

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”   John 14 v 27

“For the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the 
glory of the LORD just as the 
waters cover the sea.” 
Ten years ago, I asked you to 
pray this verse.  Now in 2019, 
I’m asking you to do it again.  
Too unrealistic?  So, break it 
into bite-size chunks: For N. 
Ireland to be filled…, or 
Europe, or wherever you are 
in the world.  Even “For 
Madagascar [to] be filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of 
the LORD as the waters cover 
the sea”. 
I am deeply grateful for your 
prayers, your support, and 
your continued interest in the 
work here in Madagascar.  I’ve 
said it before in other 
newsletters, that if you 
weren’t behind me and 
partnering with me in this, 
then I couldn’t be here. That is 
still as true today as it was 
when I first set out.  
The reason I’m here is the 
same reason you are reading 
this, I presume. That is, we 
both want to see the verse in 
Habakkuk fulfilled. Our desire 
is to see the whole earth, 
every people, every language 

group, every tribe, and each 
individual having the 
opportunity to hear of the 
Good News of Christ and 
coming to know Him as their 
Lord and Saviour. So now, as 
in 2009, let’s pray for the 
fulfilment of Habakkuk 2v14. 
 

“Pray for us that the message 
of the LORD may spread rapidly 
and be honoured.” 
Imagine an island which is 2.5 
times the size of the UK.  Now 
imagine that the greater part 
of the population of that 
island does not understand 
the language that the Bible is 
written in.  You know that the 
island I’m referring to is 
Madagascar, don’t you?  That 
is why there are over 50 
Malagasy nationals, spread 
over 10 language groups, 
working with us.  They are 
translating the Bible in to the 
languages spoken by their 
respective people groups. 
For us to see the message of 
the Lord spreading rapidly 
across Madagascar, it has to 
first be in a language that the 
people understand. 

Earlier this year, I had the 
privilege of spending 10 weeks 
in Mandritsara.  I went to 
work alongside the Tsimihety 
translation team as they 
worked on the translation of 
the gospel of Luke. 
Since I was there during the 
rainy season, I didn’t hold out 
much hope of meeting with 
the group very often.  Most of 
them would be making use of 
their spare time in their rice 
fields.  However, my 
assumption was wrong.  They 
had made out a rota so that at 
least three of them would be 
meeting every week.  So, I met 
with whoever turned up (and 
there were usually 6 or 7), 
every Saturday morning from 
08:30am until midday.  I was 
amazed by their commitment 
and enthusiasm.  We did a lot 
of team checking in 
Mandritsara and some 
thinking about how to 
translate key words.  Words 
like “disciple”, “priest”, 
“angel” and “sinner” were 
amongst the words which they 
found particularly difficult to 
translate.  The team did 
however, come up with words 
which they think are 
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appropriate for these and 
other key words. 
Ten of the fourteen members 
of the Tsimihety team 
managed to attend the 
workshop in Tana (27 Mar – 
10 Apr).  During the 2nd week 
of the workshop, they finished 
their 1st draft of Luke’s gospel.  
There was a collective sigh of 
relief, a brief moment of 
dancing, and then we turned 
back to chapter 1 to check for 
inconsistencies. 
The next step is that they now 
take short texts to Tsimihety 
friends, family and villages to 
test what they have 
translated.  If there are words 
which people don’t 
understand, or concepts which 
are not clear or are 
understood in an incorrect 
context (like the Official word 
for disciple would be) then we 
will return to those words, 
phrases or concepts and try to 
think of a clearer translation. 
It is a long process but having 
finished the first draft they are 
excited.  Please give thanks for 
them and for the inspiration 
they are to me. 
We are looking forward to the 
day when this translation of 
Luke will be available to the 
Tsimihety people.  Please pray 
that it would be clear, 
understandable and that it 
would quickly spread 
throughout the Tsimihety 
region. 
I am challenged, even as I 
think about this verse in 2 
Thessalonians.  It’s one thing 
to pray that the Good News 
spreads rapidly but it’s 
another thing to pray that it 
“be honoured” because that 
involves our lives - my life! It 
demands that I stop and ask 
myself if my life, actions, 

attitudes, and words, reflect 
the “message of the Lord” 
which I want to see “spread 
rapidly”. Does my life honour 
that message and reinforce it, 
or does it cause people to 
question its truth and 
relevance? 
As you pray for this work of 
translation and all those 
involved in the Luke 
Partnership project that I am 
part of, please pray that all of 
us and all of our Malagasy 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
would live in a way which 
brings glory and honour to 
God and His Word. 

“Whatever you do, work at it 
with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord not for men.” 
At the moment, I am working 
on two things: 
My dissertation 
Well, I haven’t written 
anything yet but plan to return 
to Mandritsara on 28th June to 
continue with research.  
Please pray that I would 
manage to get all the data I 
need. 
Hebrew 
Since last October, 6 
colleagues and I have been 
following an online Hebrew 
course.  I would like to be able 
to say that I’m sailing through 
that, however…! 
Despite the struggle, I have 
more words under my belt 
than “Shalom” and hope to 
learn a couple more before 
the course finishes at the end 
of July.  In August, there is a 4-
week residential course in 
Israel for those who have 
completed this online course.  
Please pray that I would enjoy 
this battle of the brain! 

 

Give thanks: 
• For the Tsimihety team 

and that they have 
finished a 1st draft of Luke. 

• The time spent in 
Mandritsara from Jan-Mar 
and for the opportunity to 
return in June for 4 weeks. 

• A successful workshop for 
all the teams and 
languages represented. 

Pray for: 
• Discipline to work on both 

the dissertation and 
Hebrew. 

• Peace in the knowledge 
that my life and my family 
are in God’s hands. 

 
Again, thank you for your 
encouragement, support and 
prayers. 

  Debbie 
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