
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends and Family, 

 
Time passes fast, even in “The Pearl of Africa” – Uganda. And 
it’s been several months since we’ve shared our news with 
you. 
 
Firstly, we would like to thank all those who blessed us with 
messages, cards and support contributions. You can hardly 
imagine how valuable it is to know that you pray for us, think 
of us and support us in our Ministry here in Kampala. 

 
As everywhere, the time 
over Christmas and New 
Year was rather calm, as 
lots of people travelled or 
spent time with their 
families over the holidays. 
We had the joy of hosting 
Fanny’s Mum, Carola and 
her partner Edgar for 
three weeks over the 
holiday period. The boys 
were off from school for 
nearly 3 weeks. They 
brought a lot of presents 
and traditional goodies 

which created some proper Christmas atmosphere in 
Kernohan house, despite it being 27 degree and bright 
sunshine outside. On Christmas eve we again had a 
Christingle Service at the Church followed by Lessons & 
Carols and baked delicacies. Edgar was even roped in to play 
the recorder during some of the Carols.  
 

 
 

 
We also went away to Murchison Falls National Park for a few 
days and the Children, Ross 
and Edgar had the chance to 
see some big animals for the 
first time. Of course, we 
weren’t spared a “real 
African” experience in the 
form of the driver crashing 
the rented Safari vehicle and 
us needing to pay for another one to get back to Kampala. The 
replacement vehicle was not in a great state, so we had to 
push-start it after we had stopped for a drink on the way. The 
engine ran really hot, so we were very glad to have arrived 
back at our house in Kampala 7 hours later.  
 

In the weeks before 
Christmas we had asked 
the congregation to 
donate food and toiletry 
items in order to give out 
Christmas Hampers to a 
number of families and 
individuals in the Church 
who are struggling. We 

were amazed at the amount of flour, sugar, rice, beans, oil, 
toilet paper, soap, tooth paste and other things we received 
and were able to give out 22 hampers together with a live(!) 
cockerel. 
 
Since the beginning of the year, Ross has been really busy 
with pastoral care at the church. A lot of new people joined, 
which means we regularly run out of chairs and people have 
to stand in the back until about 90 children leave for Sunday 
school & creche. What a lovely problem to have! 
Others are preparing to leave. Quite a number of longer term 
members of the church will return back to their home countries 
or will move to a new place of Ministry. It’s exciting to see how 
God guides their paths. But for some it involves great 
uncertainty about where they’re going to live and work, where 
the children are going to go to school, which church they will 
attend, etc. So please, pray for the families who will be leaving 
in June.  
But as everywhere in this world, people face difficulties in life. 
So Ross has come across a whole host of problems while 
meeting members of the congregation. People lost their job, 
struggle with depression, broken relationships, who are 
involved in court cases over custody issues or business 
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disputes and many other things. And while these cases are not 
more common here than anywhere else, they do seem to be 
magnified by the lack of established support systems. Ross 
often finds himself in roles where he would normally refer 
people onto others with a more professional expertise, be it 
social workers, lawyers, counsellors. The reason being that 
good ones are hard to find here in Uganda.  
 
People seem very appreciative of Ross’ work. But despite the 
stable number of around 200 adults attending the service 
every Sunday, the giving has been constantly low at about 
50% of what it needs to be to sustain our Ministry in KICB. This 
uncertainty has been quite a strain on us, despite the hope the 
Leadership has that giving will increase over time. Our Sister 
congregation in Lubowa has expressed willingness to 
contribute to our costs, as they don’t have a pastor of their own 
anymore. Unfortunately, their financial capacity is very limited, 
as the congregation is made up out of a lot of Ugandan 
Students. We have asked for the Leadership team to make a 
final decision about us coming back in August by the end of 
March to enable us to make plans either way. 
 
The church has come a long way since Ross has taken up the 
role of the Pastor of KICB. The church ministries are going 
strong. We included new people into leading worship on a 
Sunday and have again four different groups on rotation. We 
were able to extend the creche rota from one month to 2.5 
months and our three Sunday school groups are run by 6 
different adults each Sunday 3 weeks out of 4. The youth 
group for the 13-18 year olds is now also meeting 3 weeks out 
of 4.  
Our newest ministry is the sound board which has been run by 
one young Ugandan for quite some time now. And we are glad 
to have a few others interested in learning the ropes and being 
in charge of sound on different Sundays.  
 
A big praise point is the ongoing good relationship with 
Ambrosoli International School on whose premises we are 
meeting every Sunday morning and occasionally on a 
Saturday. Despite them not being a Christian school, they 
have been very gracious towards us and very accommodating 
and have not increased the very reasonable rent for a long 
time. 
 
Fanny is still doing some work for AgVerify, that company she 
has been working for on and off since Nov 2017, and which is 
now being wound up. In addition to that she is assisting the 
principal of Acacia International Junior School, which the boys 
attend, with admin work two mornings a week. Gabi attends 
the pre-preschool class during that time. Gabi loves going to 
school and her speaking has really come on. Her favourite 
things to say at the moment are “by myself” and “why?”  
 
Although Fanny is enjoying working for the school, and is very 
happy that Gabi can attend during that time, she still feels that 
she isn’t quite doing what God wants her to do. But as the 

length of our stay is very uncertain, she still hasn’t taken the 
time to earnestly seek God’s will for her time in Uganda.  
 
Benjamin had been selected for the U9 Boys Football Team 
playing in the League of International Schools ISSAK for this 
season. They didn’t win many matches, but finished the 
season with a 3:0 win against the team from the International 
School of Uganda. We are really happy that the boys’ school 
puts more emphasis on team spirit and being inclusive than on 
winning. 
 

 
 
Grace and Peace 

Ross, Fanny, Benjamin, Jacob, Gabi 
 

Prayer requests/Praise points: 

 Praise the Lord for the good time spent with family 
over Christmas 

 Praise the Lord for the opportunity for Gabi to attend 
K3 at Acacia International Junior School 

 Pray for wisdom and discernment for us as well as the 
Leadership team when taking decisions concerning 
the future or our Ministry 

 Pray for the “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality” course 
which is running for 8 weeks, this will be followed by a 
“Boundaries in dating” course. 

 Pray for the financial stability of the congregation. 
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